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CAMPUS LIFE

Black excellence: How one Emporia State senior

Maddie Carr
Opinion Editor

In the midst of the hustle and
bustle of attending classes for
his computer science degree,
senior Guy Ramos participates
in extracurriculars like many
other Emporia State students.
He’s part of the Black Student
Union, is always looking to find
ways to get involved, and ran
track for three years, becoming a
three-time All American MIAA
Champion in relay and an ESU
record-holder in the process.
What some may not know, how-
ever, is that he just so happens
to be the president of the only
historically Black fraternity on
campus, Kappa Alpha Psi.

Originating from Indiana Uni-
versity Bloomington, Kappa Al-
pha Psi was founded on Jan. 5,
1911 as Kappa Alpha Nu in an
effort to “fill the missing link”
in the college lives of Black
students in the midst of racism,
bigotry, segregation, and anti-as-
similation attitudes. On May 15,
1911 the fraternity was officially
chartered and became the first
incorporated Black fraternity in
the United States.

Kappa Alpha Nu officially be-
came Kappa Alpha Psi on April

15, 1915 and ESU’s Mu Alpha
chapter was chartered on No-
vember 17, 1984.

“It started with a couple of
guys I know to this day,” Ramos
said. “They’re really, really great
guys to be around.”

While he enjoys playing video
games and reading in his free-
time, Ramos is also keen on giv-
ing back to the community. But
giving back isn’t just important
to Ramos, it’s also something
largely important to the Kap-
pa Alpha Psi fraternity as well.
Even with only two on-campus
members, the Mu Alpha chap-
ter still looks for ways to get in-
volved in community service.

“We love to help the commu-
nity no matter what it is,” Ra-
mos said. ““You know, picking up
trash, cleaning cars, things like
that, helping homeless people,
but it’s just like, (Kappa Alpha
Psi wants) us to do more for the
community, because the com-
munity is always going to give
back to you when you do that.”

Ramos puts his best foot for-
ward each and every day. From
getting his degree at the end of
his senior year to striving to get
his Master’s in the future, Ra-
mos says going to class each day
and trying to set himself apart

from others is how he applies
“honorable achievement in ev-
ery field of human endeavors,”
one of Kappa Alpha Psi’s core
values, into his everyday life.

“I just try to keep myself very
mellow,” Ramos said of pursu-
ing other values of spiritual and
intellectual welfare. “Try to un-
derstand everything from differ-
ent aspects and different points
so that way I’'m just not like, ‘Oh,
youre wrong, but I'm right.’
How can we both be wrong and
right?”

Achievement isn’t just a frater-
nity value to Ramos, it is also a
large piece of what Black excel-
lence means to him. For Ramos,
Black excellence is “achieving
and doing whatever they can to
put themselves a step further to
the right path they want to be
on.”

Ramos has found a sense of
belonging in Kappa Alpha Psi
and he says that’s why it is so im-
portant for students of color, es-
pecially Black students, to have
organizations and communities
that represent them at predom-
inantly white institutions like
ESU.

“It just gives us a sense of us,”
he said. “A Black student can go
to a white fraternity and feel like

is keeping traditions alive
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Guy Ramos, Kappa Alpha Psi
president, is seen reading “The
Story of Kappa Alpha Psi”, which
is a comprehensive book on the
fraternity’s history. All members
are encouraged to read on the
history of the fraternity.

‘okay these are my people’ but
that’s not really how they feel
sometimes, and, you know, I feel
like just being around people
who look like you, have kind of
the same situation, maybe not,
just the same demographic kind
of, it just really helps you out at
the same time.”
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Logs from ESU
Police and Safety

Feb. 5
Officer responded to
Walmart for a EPD assist on
a lockout. A 2 year old child
was locked inside the vehicle.

Officer was dispatched to
Towers for a welfare check.

A mother of a student was
unable to reach their student.

Feb. 4

Officer admitted a team
member into the baseball hit-
ting cage building at Trusler
Sports.

Feb. 3

Officer admitted individu-
als into the Powerhouse, due
to key card issues.

Feb. 2

Officer was contacted by a
manager at 1829 Merchant St.
Manager requested assistance
with extra patrol for a suspi-
cious person/activity.

Jan. 31

Officers  responded to
Cremer Hall for a 911 hang up.
No problems found.

Officer responded to the
Union for an elevator 911 ac-
tivation. It was accidental, of-
ficer was notified to disregard
prior to arrival.

Jan. 30

Officer turned off the sta-
dium lights that were left on
after football practice.

Officer checked and secured
the Trusler Sports Complex.
Multiple gates were secured
by officer.

Jan. 29

Officer assisted student by
jumpstarting their vehicle in
the west parking lot of WAW
Library.



