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From 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday 
Sept 9 on Commercial Street, Em-
porians were treated to over 100 
local vendors selling food, crafts, 
and art at the Great American 
Market.

The annual market provides 
Emporians the opportunity to pe-
ruse food vendors and handcraft-
ed goods and gives local business 
owners an opportunity to get their 
merchandise in front of a wider au-
dience.

“We’re in a town of 3800 and 
we’re lucky to sell $100 to $150 
bucks a day. But you get into six, 
eight, ten-thousand people towns, 
you start making it back no prob-
lem,” Jason Dvorak said while 
working at Miss D’s Honeybees’ 
vendor stall.

The market also presents an op-
portunity for local organizations to 
get wider community involvement 
for their fundraising opportuni-
ties. This was the case for Sunrise 
Free Will Baptist Church located 
on 6th Avenue.

“We’re fundraising for our 
church to get a flat sanctuary,” said 
Shannon, who sold hand-knitted 
crafts and popcorn for the church.

Emporia State alumnus Nick 
Dikin even participated in the 
event, selling his hand blown 
glassware. 

“It’s good to be around the com-
munity,” Dikin said.

The Great American Market is 
hosted by Emporia Main Street 
every September in Emporia.

Before class schedules have 
settled, the first few weeks of 
the semester can be hectic as 
students scramble to obtain all 
the textbooks they need at a rea-
sonable price. This year, Empo-
ria State University launched 
the Hornet Textbook Bundle 
to get students their textbooks 
quickly and affordably. 

“Previously, the majority 
of students were picking and 
choosing and not getting every-
thing they needed based on the 
fact that they were costed out,” 
said Michael McRell, manager 
at the ESU Bookstore.

According to the Barnes and 
Noble College website, the bun-
dle is part of Barnes and No-
ble’s First Day Complete pro-
gram, which partners with 115 
campuses across the country 
to deliver similar bundles. The 
Hornet Textbook Bundle offers 
students a one-month window 
at the beginning of each se-
mester to look at their required 
books and receive them at a flat 
rate of $21.50 per credit hour 
directly through the university. 
If students determine that the 
bundle is not saving them mon-

ey, they must opt out before the 
timed window elapses to not 
be charged; this semester, that 
date was Sept. 1. 

However, the exact amount 
of savings students can expect 
is unclear, both for the program 
at ESU and Barnes and Noble’s 
programs nationally. Barnes 
and Noble reports that students 
can expect 35 to 50 percent 
savings on their books, but this 
number has no sourced attribu-
tion from the company’s over-
view of the program.

The Bulletin asked McRell if 
data about the program will be 
released to the public.

“We will be giving the num-
bers to the leadership, and I 
imagine they would (release 
them),” McRell said.

Students should expect an-
other round of emails before 
the spring semester for next se-
mester’s book bundle.

“I hope that (the bundle) 
makes your research easier” 
said Carmen Leeds, Director 
of the Memorial Union and 
committee chair of the bundle’s 
launch team. “It is an extra step, 
you are getting emails to say do 
this, but hopefully it saves you 
time on the other end.” 
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